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What is Superfund?

• Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)

• Gives EPA authority and funding to clean up 
contaminated sitescontaminated sites

• Includes liability provisions



The BF Goodrich Site

• Added to the Superfund “National Priorities List” in 
September 2009

• One of 1,270 sites in the U.S.

• Superfund status…

… commits EPA resources to the site

… makes funds available for long-term cleanup

… ensures community involvement



BF Goodrich Site 
Why Make it a Superfund Site?

• Municipal drinking water wells closed due to 
chemical contamination in the groundwater

• More wells are threatened

• Local groundwater is an important source of 
drinking water

• State cleanup efforts stalled by legal challenges



BF Goodrich Site 
What is it?

• The site includes…

… contaminated soil and groundwater in 
an industrial area known as the “160-an industrial area known as the “160-
acre area”

… contaminated groundwater that has 
spread from the 160-acre area

Soil

Groundwater







What Chemicals are in the 
Groundwater?

Perchlorate is a component of flares, rockets, 
and fireworks

Trichloroethylene (TCE) is an industrial cleaning 
solvent



Is There an Immediate Health Risk?

Soil contamination limited to the 160 acre 
area

No

area

Drinking water is regularly tested for 
compliance with EPA and State standards



What are the Sources of the 
Contamination?



Pyrotechnic  
Manufacturing
1950s

PressPyrotechnic
Machine

Workers folding parachutes 

Flare Manufacturing Building

Workers folding parachutes 



Rocket Manufacturing
1950s - 1960s



Fireworks Manufacturing
1960s - present



What are EPA’s goals?

• Make sure there are no immediate health 
risks

• Begin groundwater cleanup in the most 
contaminated area as soon as possiblecontaminated area as soon as possible

• Evaluate need for additional clean up of 
soil and groundwater

• Implement community activities



EPA Superfund Process

Remedial Investigation (RI)

Feasibility Study (FS)Feasibility Study (FS)

Cleanup plan

Cleanup Groundwater Monitoring 
Well Installation (2009)



Efforts to Date (2002-present)

• Testing of soil, soil vapor, groundwater

• To determine
sources, nature,sources, nature,
and extent
of contamination



2009 Efforts 

• $2 - $3 million EPA 
effort to install network
of groundwater 
monitoring wells



BF Goodrich Superfund Site Legend

Well 

Locations



Next Steps

• Plan for first groundwater cleanup project

• Public comment

• Adopt cleanup plan

• Continue testing

• Evaluate need for additional soil and 
groundwater cleanup 



Questions?

• Wayne Praskins, EPA Project Manager
praskins.wayne@epa.gov
(415) 972-3181

• Alejandro Diaz, EPA Community Engagement Coordinator 
diaz.alejandro@epa.govdiaz.alejandro@epa.gov
(415) 972-3242 or  (800) 231-3075

• Michele Benson, EPA Asst. Regional Counsel      
benson.michele@epa.gov
(415) 972-3918

Visit:   http://www.epa.gov/region9/bfgoodrich






